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U.S. History with Mr. Brown          Name _______________________________ Period _____ 
Terrorism Why: In their own words, Voices of Jihad by 
The Story of Abu Hajer

“. . . as you know, in those days, 13 years ago . . . everybody in those

days heard what was going on in Afghanistan. The mosques were talking

[about it] with support from the government, and so were the proselytizers

and the television. Jihad was favorable in those days, and the

government was subsidizing [airline] tickets for people. We had relatives,

neighbors, loved ones, and friends who had gone to the land of

jihad, so our ears were always listening for news about our brothers and

the accomplishments of the jihad fighters in Afghanistan.

“The truth is that one’s spirit was pining for one to be with the jihad

fighters, but there were barriers. Some jurists used to say, and some still

do, that jihad is not mandatory in Islam, and that a person may not go

without the permission of his parents. Of course we tried to convince

[our parents], but all of these attempts failed. Then one sheikh guided

me to [the realization] that going to prepare [for the jihad] is mandatory

and that, as such, it did not require permission from one’s parents,

so I left for the jihad. . . .

“[Abu Hajer then tells of the battles he fought in Afghanistan:] The

fronts in which I have participated are: Afghanistan, then God was

generous to me and I joined the brothers in Algeria where I worked

with the equipment group, whose mission was to transport weapons

and equipment from Europe to Morocco, and then into Algeria. Our

job was to move these weapons and equipment. I stayed with this group

for [a number of] months, until the majority of the members of the cell

14 Voices of Jihad

was captured and six members were killed. God was generous to me

and I survived. . . . Then God was generous to me and I participated

in Bosnia-Herzegovina. . . .

“Then I went from Bosnia to Yemen, and from Yemen I went to

Somalia, then Oghadin, which is the Somali province occupied by the

Crusader country of Ethiopia, which is working hard to Christianize

the Muslim sons of Somalia.

“I saw the churches with my own eyes there. The Somalis are 100%

Muslim, and there is a vicious campaign against them. I joined my

brothers in the Islamic Union Group in Somalia, and we had a long

story that ended in captivity for two years and seven months, after

which I was turned over to the tyrants in Saudi Arabia who imprisoned

me for a year. God was generous to me, so I was able to go to Afghanistan

a month after my release. There I trained with the brothers and

then in this latest war against the Americans.

“Today, praise God, we and the brothers are on the front that we had

sought to purify and liberate it from the filth of the traitorous rulers

and the Crusader Americans and their allies.” (Abu-Hajer, 2003)4
Testimonials: Why I Joined Jihad

“My name is Zakaullah and I belong to Tehsil Mansehra Warkan. I

studied up to the ninth grade after which I became a labourer. I always

liked jihad and had read in books that martyrs went to heaven without

questioning by God. We were sinners and I thought this was the only

way to redemption and therefore I joined madressah Syed Ahmed Shaheed,

Balakot.”

“My name is Abdul Rehman and I come from an area near District

Faisalabad. I am totally illiterate. I used to carry baskets in the wholesale

vegetable market in Faisalabad, finding work wherever I could.

Once, in the market there was a hotel serving food during Ramadan

and people were blatantly dishonouring the sanctity of the holy month

when mujahids from Harkatul Ansar reached the scene and immediately

had the hotel stop serving food. They gave a long sermon that

touched my heart and I decided to commit myself to jihad. I went to

madressah Khalid Bin Walid and since then have been to many fronts

and am on my way to Kashmir now.”

“My name is Mohammad Yar Afghani; I belong to Gardez, Afghanistan,

and used to work in Jalalabad. From there I came to Peshawar

and then accompanied a friend in search of work to Muzzaffarabad. As

a child I had heard stories of jihad from my elders and was determined

to participate in jihad when I grew up. One day I went to my friend

Haq Nawaz Bhai and he told me that this world is finite and everyone

must die, life after death is infinite therefore let us train for and join

jihad. So I joined madressah Syed Ahmed Shaheed for training and am

now going to Kashmir. If I am martyred, I have recorded a cassette of

my poems please give that to my friend Haq Nawaz so that he remains

in touch with the holy war.”

“My name is Mu’awiya and I belong to District Bagh in Azad Kashmir.

I am seventeen years old and have studied up to the fourth grade

in a school, then I learnt the Holy Quran by heart from madressah

Ta’aleemul Quran Hanafiya Chattar #2. I learnt fifteen chapters

of the Quran at the mosque in my village then joined madressah

Mahmood Ghaznavi for training. I joined jihad because of a sermon

delivered by Ameer Muhtarim Hazrat Maulana Mohammad Masood

Azhar at Bagh and am now going to Kashmir.” (Mujahideen of Jaish-i-

Mohammad, 2001)

“When I saw her eyes, the sweetness of her beauty lived in me

Her beauty is beyond description, God has poured beauty over beauty

I had many words to tell her, but they disappeared when my hands

touched her hands

When I talked to her after I saw her I felt that the paradise is for me

I did not look at anyone but her when I could have looked at others

I did not write any poems for girls on this earth, I have nothing to do

with them.

Without the perfume no man would have come close to her and

praised her

If she came looking her best, I know that she is the devil under cover

Everyone was crying when they remembered women, while I am telling

her poem

I ask God to give her to me, God never disappoints a faithful that

comes to him praying” (al-Aslami, 2004)

_________________

Timothy McVeigh Letter

“I chose to bomb a Federal Building because such an action served more purposes than other options. Foremost, the bombing was a retaliatory strike: a counter-attack, for the cumulative raids (and subsequent violence and damage) that federal agents had participated in over the preceding years (including, but not limited to, Waco). From the formation of such units as the FBI’s "Hostage Rescue" and other assault teams amongst federal agencies during the 80s, culminating in the Waco incident, federal actions grew increasingly militaristic and violent, to the point where at Waco, our government – like the Chinese – was deploying tanks against its own citizens.
…For all intents and purposes, federal agents had become "soldiers" (using military training, tactics, techniques, equipment, language, dress, organization and mindset) and they were escalating their behavior. Therefore, this bombing was also meant as a pre-emptive (or pro-active) strike against those forces and their command and control centers within the federal building. When an aggressor force continually launches attacks from a particular base of operations, it is sound military strategy to take the flight to the enemy. Additionally, borrowing a page from U.S. foreign policy, I decided to send a message to a government that was becoming increasingly hostile, by bombing a government building and the government employees within that building who represent that government. Bombing the Murrah Federal Building was morally and strategically equivalent to the U.S. hitting a government building in Serbia, Iraq, or other nations. Based on observations of the policies of my own government, I viewed this action as an acceptable option. From this perspective what occurred in Oklahoma City was no different than what Americans rain on the heads of others all the time, and, subsequently, my mindset was and is one of clinical detachment. (The bombing of the Murrah Building was not personal no more than when Air Force, Army, Navy or Marine personnel bomb or launch cruise missiles against (foreign) government installations and their personnel.)
I hope this clarification amply addresses your question.”
Sincerely,
T.M.
Irish Republican Army (IRA) Statement on the Bombing of British Army Headquarters in Lisburn, County Antrim, 8 October 1996 

"Volunteers of Oglaigh na hÉireann (the IRA) planted two 800lb bombs that detonated within the confines of the headquarters of the British occupying forces in Ireland yesterday. The target was personnel connected with the Thiepval barracks and we regret any injuries caused to civilians. 

Contrary to media speculation that this action was designed to provoke loyalist paramilitaries, this action should be viewed in the context of our statement of February 9, announcing the end of the 18-month complete cessation of military operations. 

As we outlined on that occasion, we called the cessation to enhance the democratic peace process. The British Government responded by squandering that historic opportunity in a vain attempt to defeat the IRA. 

The resolution of the conflict demands an inclusive negotiated settlement. This is not possible unless and until the British Government faces up to its responsibilities. 

The blame for the failure thus far of the Irish peace initiative lies squarely with John Major and his Government."
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