Constitution Test REVIEW

7 Principles of the Constitution

	Principle
	Definition
	Example

	Popular Sovereignty
	A government in which the people rule
	People can run for office, campaign for 

	
	
	others, protest the government, or vote 

	
	
	in issue elections

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Republicanism
	People exercise their power by voting
	90% of elections in America are examples

	
	for their political representative
	of republicanism because we are 

	
	
	voting for people to represent us

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Federalism
	Power is divided between the national 
	The national, state, and local government

	
	or federal government, the states, and 
	has the power to pass, enforce, and 

	
	local government
	interpret laws

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Separation of Powers
	The separation of governmental powers
	Legislative - Passes laws

	
	into the 3 branches of government
	Executive - Enforces Laws

	
	
	Judicial - Interprets Laws

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Checks and Balances
	Each branch can exercise a check, or
	1) President can veto a passed bill

	
	control, over the other branches
	2) Supreme Court can rule a law is

	
	
	unconstitutional

	
	
	3) Legislative approves Presidential 

	
	
	nominations

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Limited Government
	Every citizen (including government
	Watergate Scandal - President Nixon

	
	officials) has to obey the same set of laws
	losses his presidency due to violating the

	
	
	laws of the land

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Individual Rights
	Privileges and personal liberties that
	Bill of Rights

	
	can't be taken away
	


Powers of the Government

Article 1 – The Legislature

Main Power – To pass laws

Broken into 2 groups, the House of Representatives and The Senate

Powers to tax, to coin money, and declare war

Vice-President is the President of the Senate

Elastic Clause – To make all laws that are necessary and proper

Article 2 – The Executive

Main Power – To enforce the laws

President – in charge of the executive branch/elected by Electoral College

Article 3 – The Judiciary

Supreme Court – Highest court in the land

Judicial; Review – Can rule that laws are unconstitutional

Article 4 – Relations Among States

States are guaranteed a REPUBLIC form of government

Article 5 – Amending the Constitution
2/3 of the entire Congress or 2/3 of the states suggest the amendment

¾ of the states approve it through the legislatures or conventions

Article 6 – Supremacy of the National Government

Government officials all say an oath that they will uphold and obey the Constitution

Article 7 – Ratification

Bill of Rights

	Amendment
	 Name
	Rights Guaranteed

	
	
	

	1st Amendment
	Religious and Political
	Freedom Of Speech

	
	Freedoms
	Freedom of the Press

	
	
	Freedom of Assembly

	
	
	Freedom of Petition

	
	
	Freedom of Religion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	2nd Amendment
	Right to Bear Arms
	People have the right to own weapons

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3rd Amendment
	No Quartering of Troops
	The government can't order Americans to house troops

	
	
	

	
	
	

	4th Amendment
	Illegal Search and Seizure
	Government needs a warrant to search your property

	
	
	(exception - probable cause)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5th Amendment
	Rights of the Accused
	due process of law, no double jeopardy, do not have to

	
	
	testify against yourself (plead the 5th)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	6th Amendment
	Trail by Jury
	A quickly held, public trial by jury for all criminal counts

	
	
	Has to happen in the area the crime was committed

	
	
	Can call witnesses for himself and have a lawyer

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7th Amendment
	Trial by Jury (civil case)
	You have a right to trial by jury in all civil cases

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8th Amendment
	Fines and Punishments
	No excessive bails or fines or Cruel and unusual punishment

	
	
	

	
	
	

	9th Amendment
	Rights of the People
	Just because a right is not listed in the Bill of Rights does

	
	
	not mean that it does not exist

	
	
	

	
	
	

	10 Amendment
	Powers of the State/People
	   Powers not given to the national government in the 

	
	
	Constitution BELONG TO THE STATES OR PEOPLE


Name:_____________________________________________  Period:____
The Constitution Test Review
1. Define unalienable right.

2. Define Republicanism and give an example.
3. Define Limited Government and give an example.
4. Define Checks and Balances and give an example
5. Define Federalism and give an example.
6. Define Separation of Powers and give an example.
7. Define Popular Sovereignty and give an example
8. Define Individual Rights and give an example.

9. What unalienable rights does the 1st amendment guarantee?
10. What unalienable right does the 2nd amendment guarantee?
11.  Who were the Federalists?
12. What are  the  Bill of Rights and why were the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?
13. Who were the Anti-Federalists?
14. Name two important Anti-Federalists.

15. Name two important Federalists.
16. Describe in detail the Virginia Plan.  

17. What states supported the Virginia Plan?

18. Describe in detail the New Jersey Plan.

19. What states supported the New Jersey Plan?

20. Describe the Great Compromise.  The Great Compromise was necessary to settle a dispute of what?

21. When and where did the Constitutional Convention take place?

22. Describe in detail the process for amending the Constitution.

23. Why was a process for amending the Constitution added and why did the framers of the Constitution what to make it difficult to change the Constitution?

24. What was the Magna Carta and why is it important in the American system of government?

25. What was the English Bill of Rights and why is it important in the American system of government?

26. List all historical documents that influenced the American System of Government.
27. What unalienable right does the 3rd amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

28. What unalienable right does the 4th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

29. What unalienable right does the 5th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

30. What unalienable right does the 6th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

31. What unalienable right does the 7th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

32. What unalienable right does the 8th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

33. What unalienable right does the 9th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?

34. What unalienable right does the 10th amendment guarantee and what does it mean?
The Constitution Test REVIEW
1.  Which statement best summarizes an important principle of the U.S. Constitution?


a. The executive branch should help determine what laws are 

              passed.


b. Government interests should take priority over individuals 

              liberties.


c. Government has the duty to encourage order by using whatever  

              means are necessary.


d. The people are the ultimate source of government power.

	· The U.S. Senate must approve Presidential appointments.

· The President can veto bills passed by Congress.

· The Supreme Court can declare Presidential actions unconstitutional.


2.  Which constitutional principle is illustrated by the examples given in the box?


a. republicanism


b. checks and balances


c. popular sovereignty


d. federalism
3.  The Bill of Rights was added to the U.S. Constitution mainly to—


a. protect individual liberties


b. encourage increased political participation


c. clarify the roles of the branches of government


d. establish American independence from British rule

4.  An unalienable right—


a. is a right that cannot be taken away without due process


b. is established by majority vote


c. favors some people’s rights over others’


d. applies only in one’s home country

5.  Among the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment is the right to—


a. the free exercise of religion


b. keep and bear arms


c. due process of law


d. a speedy and public trial
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6.  Which of the following was included in the U.S. Constitution in order to deal with the grievance expressed above?


a. The process for amendment


b. The establishment of a chief executive


c. The process for territorial statehood
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d. The establishment of the Supreme Court

7.  What would be the best title for the diagram above?


a. The Policy of Mercantilism


b. The Importance of the Divine Right of Kings


c. Constitutional Monarchy in the United States


d. A Plan for Representative Government
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8.  The diagram above shows the compromise that helped guarantee the ratification of the U.S. Constitution by—


a. providing a plan for representation of both large and small 

             states


b. taking power away from the national government


c. creating new boundaries for both large and small states


d. allowing local governments to determine matters of 

              representation
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9.  Which of the following best completes the diagram?


a. Amendment of the U.S. Constitution


b. Jurisdiction of the U.S. Supreme Court


c. Regulation of interstate commerce


d. Election of the president
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10.  Which speaker is voicing a right guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution?


a. Speaker 1


b. Speaker 2


c. Speaker 3


d. Speaker 4

11.  The fact that the U.S. Constitution provided for both federalism and the system of checks and balances suggests that—


a. the thirteen states sought to dominate the national government


b. its writers desired the national government to rule over the 

             states


c. its writers feared a concentration of power in the central 

             government


d. the American people supported a military government
	“It is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments (imprisonments) and prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal.  That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fine imposed; not cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.”

---The English Bill of Rights, 1689


12.  Which historic document provided similar guarantees to Americans?


a. Declaration of Independence


b. Articles of Confederation


c. Federalist Papers


d. U.S. Bill of Rights

13.  The Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights had similar impacts on the American system of government in that both—


a. called for the creation of colonial assemblies


b. gave settlers the power to establish colonies


c. contributed to the development of representative democracy


d. granted executive authority to colonial governors

	“No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or (have his property taken)… or in any way ruined, nor will we go against him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the land”

---Magna Carta, 1215


14.  These words from the Magna Carta had a great influence on later American government.  Which statement best summarizes this influence?


a. Government officials are forbidden to levy taxes without the

              consent of the people.


b. All laws must be passed by the people’s representatives.


c. No laws may be suspended except with the approval of the 

             legislature.


d. The government cannot punish a person without providing a  

              trial by jury and due process rights.

15.  The Bill of Rights was added to the U.S. Constitution primarily to—


a.  provide the President with power in times of emergency


b.  establish fair and impartial elections


c. protect individual liberties from government abuse


d. guarantee voting privileges to minorities

16.  Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 adopted the “Great Compromise” to settle a dispute over—


a. representation in Congress


b. taxation of exports


c. the representation of slaves


d. interstate commerce
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17.  The constitutional principles named in the diagram were specifically included to avoid—


a. state control of the national government


b. repeated disputes between the national and state governments


c. an excessive concentration of power in the national government


d. the establishment of a military government

18.  What was an important argument used by Anti-Federalists to oppose ratifying the U.S. Constitution?


a. It gave the states too much power.


b. It failed to give women the right to vote.


c. It lacked a bill of rights to safeguard individual liberties.


d. It neglected to include a national court system.

19.  King George III had quartered his soldiers in the homes of colonists.  This abuse of royal power influenced the American system of government by prohibiting a repetition of similar conduct in the—


a. Intolerable Acts


b. Declaration of Independence


c. Articles of Confederation


d. Bill of Rights

20.  What was the primary reason for calling the Constitutional Convention in 1787? 


a. to devise a plan for the gradual abolition of slavery


b. to create a procedure for admitting new states to the nation


c. to form a commission to investigate problems with Great Britain


d. to strengthen the power of the national government


[image: image2]
21.  Which title best belongs in the center oval?


a. Principles of the U.S. Constitution


b. Documents Written during the Colonial Period


c. Milestones of English Political Tradition


d. Documents Influencing the American System of Government

22.  Which factor is essential to a federal system of government?


a. the participation of citizens in presidential elections


b. the election of a President every four years


c. the supremacy of state governments


d. the division of power between state and national governments

23. What was an important impact of the Federalist Papers?


a. They helped persuade several states to ratify the U.S. 

             Constitution.


b. They convinced the colonists to rebel against Great Britain.


c. They presented the first legal arguments against slavery.


d. They outlined plans for the future expansion of the United 

              States.

24.  The reason for including a process for amending the Constitution was to—


a. prevent the states from becoming too powerful


b. allow the Constitution to adjust to changing times


c. allow Congress to override the President’s veto


d. give the states more power in times of a national emergency
25.  Which of the following actions would the “Due Process” clause of the 14th Amendment require?


a. All union contracts must be reviewed by a federal commission.


b. Members of minority groups must be given preferential 

              treatment at work.


c. The selection of the President must follow a particular set of 

              steps.


d. A state must follow fair procedures before punishing a person 

             accused of a crime.

26.  In our system of justice, illegally obtained evidence cannot be used against someone in a court of law.  This protection is based on an individual’s constitutional right to—


a. face his or her accusers in open court


b. be protected against double jeopardy


c. a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury


d. protection against unreasonable searches and seizures

	· English Bill of Rights

· U.S. Constitution


27.  Which of the following political concepts is reflected in both of the above documents?


a.  a two-party system of government


b. government by consent of the governed


c. the system of constitutional monarchy


d. the concept of federalism

28.  The idea that the government was created by the people of America was—


a. republicanism


b. federalism


c. self-government


d. popular sovereignty
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29.  Which statement best summarizes the main idea of these three amendments?


a. Persons accused of a crime are entitled to the protection of their 


    rights.


b. Criminal defendants must be fully prosecuted.


c. Accused persons are often guilty of committing a crime.


d. Criminal acts often lead to the loss of a person’s liberty.

30.  What is the principle of republicanism?


a. The interests of Americans are represented by elected officials.


b. The power of government should be limited.


c. The people created the government.


d. Government should be split into three branches.

31.  Who shares powers according to the principle of federalism?


a. people and government


b. executive and legislative branches


c. state governments and national government


d. elected officials and appointed officials

32.  Which principle split the power of the government into three branches?


a. limited government


b. separation of powers


c. republicanism


d. self-government

33.  Why did the framers of the Constitution place strict limits on the power of the government?


a. They were afraid that the states would get too much power.


b. They wanted to preserve the idea of self-government.


c. They wanted to protect individual rights.


d. They did not trust the people to govern themselves.

34.  What is the process of changing the Constitution called?


a. re-writing the Constitution


b. ratifying the Constitution


c. amending the Constitution


d. legalizing the Constitution

35.  Why is it important to be able to change the Constitution?


a. to try to increase the power of the legislature


b. because it is important to be able to fix the mistakes of earlier 

              state governments


c. in order to reflect the changing values of Americans


d. so that more people can vote

36.  Why did the framers of the Constitution want to make it difficult to change the Constitution?


a. They did not trust the American people to decide for themselves 

             what changes would be important.


b. They wanted to make sure that only changes that most 

              Americans agreed were important would occur.


c. They wanted to make sure that only wealthy Americans would be 

              able to make any changes.


d. They believed that the Constitution created a perfect system of 

              government, and they didn’t want later Americans to mess it up.

37.  Who can propose a change to the Constitution?


a. House of Representatives


b. House of Representatives and the state governments


c. Congress and the Supreme Court


d. State governments and Congress

38.  A constitutional convention decides whether to change the Constitution.  What is the next step in the process of changing the Constitution?


a. It has to be signed into law by the President.


b. It has to be voted on by the people of America.


c. It has to be agreed to by the House of Representatives and the 

             Senate.


d. It has to be ratified by three quarters of the state governments.

“the accused shall…be confronted with the witnesses against him; have…process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and have the assistance of counsel.”


--Sixth Amendment





“No person shall be held to answer for a capital…crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury.”





--Fifth Amendment





“and no warrants shall issue, but upon reasonable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.”


--Fourth Amendment
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